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persons have been very anxious about you. I trust you to be preserved for many good services in the best of caw I am sure you have that in you which will come to good you cherish and improve it. You may think I am saying strange thing, perhaps an impertinent and misplaced, a perhaps founded 011 a misconception, yet let me say it, £ blame me if it be harsh—namely, that had it pleased God have visited you with an illness as serious as the Colches people thought it, it would almost have seemed a rebuke past waste of time. I believe that God often cuts off th He loves, and who really are His, as a judgment, not ini fering with their ultimate safety, but as passing them by if unworthy of being made instruments of His purposes, is an idea which was strong upon the mind of my brotl during his illnesses of the last year, while he did not do1 that his future interests were essentially secure. I doubt: at all that you have all along your illness had thoughts ah it, far better than I can suggest; and I reflect with thanki ness that the very cause of it was an. endeavour on your p to be actively employed; to the notion of which you s cling y yet I cannot but sorrowfully confess to myself (li much so ever I wish to hide the past from my own mind) t! you have lost much time in the last four or five years. I; I wish to hide it from myself, because, in simple truth, in ] perceive a humiliation to myself. I have expected a good d from you, and have said I expected it. Hitherto I have to disappointed, and it is a mortification to me. I do exp it still, but in the meanwhile time is lost, as well as hi delayed. !N"ow you must not think it unkind in me notic: this now, of all times of the year. I notice it, not as if 3 needed the remark most now, rather less, but because you hi more time to think about it now. It is one especial use times of illness to reflect about ourselves. Should you, h< ever, really acquit yourself in your own mind, thinking tl the course you have pursued, of letting your mind take own way, was the best for yourself, I am quite satisfied, t will believe you, yet shall not blame myself for leading you the question, since no one can be too suspicious about hims Doubtless you have a charge on you for which you must g account. You have various gifts, and you have good princip For the credit of those principles, for the sake of the Chui and for the sake of your friends, who expect it of you, see ti they bring forth fruit. I have often had—nay have—contiIfc In
